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(54) IMAGE RLE DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide an aimage file device which 
uses both a storing system that storing an image file 
by dividing it and a retrieving system that utilizes the 
reduced image information, storing an image file of 
large capacity without increasing the total storing 
capacity of the file device, and also attains the fast 
retrieval processing to improve the throughput of the 1 
file device. ? 
CONSTITUTION: A coding part 4 codes the image file 
to be stored into the image information of hierarchical 
structures of different degrees of resolution. A data 
dividing part 6 divides the image information of 
hierarchical structures into the higher rank hierachical 
coded data including the least reduced image 
information and the lower rank hierarchical coded 
data, A disk control part 8 stores both divided . 
hierarchical coded image data in different optical 
disks 14. When an access request is received from an 
external terminal equipment to the image file, an 

image file control part 1 retrieves the higher rank hierarchical image information 
preference and sends it to the external terminal equipment 
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